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The Layered Internet
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WHAT DOES ICANN DO?

ICANN coordinates the world’s 

Internet unique identifiers: 

To reach any device or thing 

connected to the Internet, you (or 

your search engine) must know 

their address – a name or number. 

That address must be unique, so 

you can reliably connect to other 

devices, things, or information 

sources no matter where you are in 

the world. 

That's how the tens of thousands of 

physical networks appear and 

operate as One Internet. 

ICANN coordinates the Domain Name System
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A new approach to managing global issues: 

ICANN’s global multi-stakeholder system

The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and 

Numbers (ICANN) is a global multistakeholder organization 

that manages Internet resources for the public benefit

 ICANN coordinates the top-level of the Internet's system of unique identifiers 
via global, multistakeholder, bottom-up consensus policy processes, with the 
outcome of those processes implemented notably via the IANA Functions.

 Any stakeholder with an interest in the Domain Name System can have a voice 
directly heard in decision making. 

 Within ICANN, stakeholders include:

Large and small 

businesses
Civil society

Researchers 

and academics
End usersGovernments

Technical 

community
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The U.S. Government’s Announcement

14 March 2014: U.S. Government announces intent to transition its 

historical stewardship of the IANA functions to the global multistakeholder 

community

 Asked ICANN to convene global stakeholders to develop a proposal

 The multistakeholder community has set policies implemented by 

ICANN for more than 15 years

Why

now?

The U.S. Government’s announcement:

 Marks the final phase of the privatization of the DNS

 Further supports and enhances the multistakeholder 

model of Internet policy making and governance

ICANN was asked to serve as a facilitator, based on its role 

as the IANA functions administrator and global coordinator 

for the Internet’s Domain Name System (DNS)



|   6

Two Parallel Processes

The community developed and is following two parallel processes:

IANA Stewardship Transition 
Focused on delivering a proposal to transition the stewardship of the IANA 

functions from the US Government to the multistakeholder community 

Enhancing ICANN Accountability
Focused on ensuring that ICANN remains accountable in the absence 

of its historical contractual relationship with the U.S. Government 

To drive the processes, the community created multilayered, transparent and 

diverse working groups to foster discussion and within those groups, has 

developed working methods and systems for determining consensus
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Proposals adopted and sent to USG 10/03/16
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Website: https://www.icann.org/

stewardship-accountability

Thank You and Questions

Thank you!

You (anyone with a stake in Internet / DNS) can get involved in ICANN!

 Start at www.icann.org, visit ICANN Learn

IANA Stewardship Transition

https://www.icann.org/stewardship

 Latest news and information on the IANA Stewardship Transition 

 Community participation information; Resources and archives from meetings

Enhancing ICANN Accountability

https://community.icann.org/category/accountability

 Latest news and information on the Enhancing ICANN Accountability process and CCWG

 Announcements and upcoming events

twitter.com/icann

#icann

facebook.com/icannorg

facebook.com/icannorg
facebook.com/icannorg
twitter.com/icann
twitter.com/icann
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Join us next @ Europe’s Internet Governance dialogue


